














  

 

vi       WASHINGTON COUNTY, NEBRASKA Ƌ ZONING RESOLUTION Ƌ    2019  

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission of the County of Washington , Nebraska , has given reasonable consideration, 

among other things, to the prevailing agricultural and rural chara cteristics now predominant in the County, to 

the char acter of the districts and their peculiar suitability for the particular permitted uses, with a reasonable 

understanding of the objective to conserve the value of lands and improvements while encouraging  the 

development of the most appropriate uses of land  throughout the County; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission of the County of Washington , Nebraska , has made a preliminary report, held 

public hearings, submitted its recommended final report to the Cou nty Board of Supervisors; and the County 

Board of Sup ervisors have given due public notice of hearings relating to the Comprehensive Development Plan, 

to the zoning districts, regulations, subdivision regulations, and restrictions, and has held such public  hearing; and  

 

WHEREAS, The County Board of Supervis ors of the County of Washington , Nebraska , have deemed it necessary 

to adopt the Comprehensive Development Plan, the zoning districts, regulations, subdivision regulations, and 

restrictions for the purpose of the conservation of the existing rural agricult ural developments and land uses, of 

providing for the harmonious development and orderly expansion of urban areas radiating outwardly from 

existing rural communities, for the orderly extension and p lanned arrangements of county roads, utilities, for 

adequa te sanitary facilities, for safe and health y drinking water, and for reducing flood damage potentials; and  

 

WHEREAS, the requirements of Neb. R.R.S. 1943, Section §23-114 through 23 -124.05, Sections  23-164 through 23 -

174, and Section 23 -174.02, as amended,  with regard to the recommendations of the Planning Commission, the 

Comprehensive Development Plan, the zoning districts, regulations, subdivision regulations and restrictions and 

the subsequent act ion of the County Board of Supervisors have been met;  

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF WASHINGTON, 

NEBRASKA. 
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ARTICLE 2:  CONSTRUCTION AND DEFINITIONS 
 

Section 2. 01  Construction and General Terminology  

1. For the purpose of these Regulations, certa in numbers, abbreviations, terms and words used herein shall 

be used, interpreted and defined as set forth in this section. Words or terms not herein defined shall have 

their ordinary meaning in relation to the context.  

2. Unless the context clearly indica tes to the contrary:  

A. The phrase òWashington  Countyó or òWashington  County, N Eó shall also be deemed the same as òThe 

county of Washington , NEó. 

B. The word "Assessor" shall mean the County Assessor of Washington  County, N E. 

C. The word "Board" shall mea n the Board of Supervisors of Washington  County, N E. 

D. The words "Board of Supervisors" shall mean the Board of Supervisors of Washington  County, N E. 

E. The term Zoning Administrator shall mean the zoning administrator and/or Zoning Administrator  for 

Washington  County , NE. 

F. The word "Building" includes the word "Structure," but shall not include "Temporary Structures".  

G. The word "Commission" shall mean the Planning Commission of Washington  County,  NE. 

H. The word "County" shal l mean òThe c ounty of Washington , Nebraskaó. 

I. The words "Register  of Deeds " shall mean the County Register of Deeds of Washington  County, NE. 

J. The word "Federal" shall mean the Government of the United States of America  

K. Words used in the present tense include the future tens e. 

L. Words used in the singular include the plural and words used in the plural include the singular.  

M. The word "shall" is always mandatory; the word "may" is always permissive.  

N. The word "Regulations" means  the Re gulations approved and adopted in the  Zoning Regulations of 

The county of Washington , NE, and all amendments thereto . 

O. òPersonó shall mean any person, firm, partnership, association, corporation, company, or other legal 

entity, private or public, whether for profit or not for profit.  

P. "Used" or "occupied" as applied to any land or building shall be construed to include the words  

"intended, arranged or designed to be used or occupied."  

Q. The word òpermitó can apply to any and all required permits by Washington County. 

 

Section 2.02 Abbrevi ations and Acronyms  

For purposes of this Resolution, this section contains a listing of abbr eviations and acronyms used throughout this 

document.  

1. AU   Animal Unit  

2. CAFO  Confined Animal Feeding Operation  

3. CUP Conditional Use Permit  

4. FAA  Federal Aviation Admi nistration  

5. FCC  Federal Communication Commission  

6. FEMA Federal Emergency Management Agency  

7. FT   Foot or Feet  

8. GIS  Geographic Information System  

9. kV   Kilovolt  

10. kW   Kilowatt  

11. LFO  Livestock Feeding Operation  

12. NDEQ  Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality o r successor department  

13. NSFM  Nebraska State Fire Marshall or successor department  

14. NHHS  Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services or successor department  

15. NDNR  Nebraska Department of Natural Resources or successor department  

16. NDO T  Nebraska Departmen t of Transportation  or successor department  

17. R.O.W. Right-of -Way or Rights-of -Way  

18. SF   Square Feet  

19. SY    Square Yard  

20. USDA   United States Department of Agriculture  

21. YD   Yard  
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Agricultural Irrigation System : An artificial means for the delivery of water -via 

ditches, pipes, streams, hose, etc. to supply water to dry lands that are used 

primarily in the production of crops - corn, beans, beets, sorghum, etc., that 

may include,  but not limited to, pivot point systems, center point systems, 

gravity (furrow)  systems, subsurface drip irrigation systems (SDI), and / or 

irrigation wells.  

 

Agricultural Operations : A farmstead of 20 acres or more which produces 

$1,000 or m ore of farm p roducts each year.  

 

 

Agricultural Processing : The pro cessing of crops after harvest . Includ ing  the  following: alfalfa cubing; corn 

shelling;  cotton ginning; custom grist mills; custom  milling of flour, feed and grain; dairies  (but not feedlots); drying 

of corn, rice, hay,  fruits, and vegetables; grain leaning and  custom grinding; hay baling and cubing;  pre -cooling 

and packaging of fresh or  farm -dried fruits and vegetables; sortin g,  grading, and packing of fruits and 

vegetables, tree nut hulling and shelling , and the distillation of grains, fruits and vegetables . Any  of the above 

activities performed in the  field with mobile equipment not involving permanent structures are included  under 

the definition of òcrop production.ó 

 

Agriculture : The use of a tract o f land for the growing of crops, pasturage, 

nursery, or the raising of poultry, including the structures necessary for 

carrying out farming operations, the residence or residences of those 

owning or operating the premises, a member of the family, or person s 

employed thereon, as well as their family, but such use shall not include 

livestock feeding operations. The raising and feeding of livesto ck and poultry 

shall be an agricultural or farming venture if the area in which the livestock 

or poultry is kept is 20 acres or more in area and if such raising of livestock 

and poultry is incidental or supplemental to the raising of crops and not a 

livestock feeding operation as  defined herein.  

 

Agritourism E nterprise:  Activities conducted on a working farm or ranch an d offered to the public for the purpose 

of education or active tourism related involvement in the farm or ranch operation. These activities must be 

incidental to the primary agricultural operation on the s ite or related to natural resources present on the property. 

Property will be a parcel of 20 acres or more which also produces $1,000 per year in agricultural income.  

 

Airport : Any area which is used or is intended to be used for the taking off 

and landing of aircraft, including helicopters, and any appurte nant areas 

which are used or are intended to be used for airport buildings or facilities, 

including open spaces, taxiways, a nd tie -down areas.  

 

Airport Hazard Zone : Consists of operation zones, approach zones, turning 

zones and transition zones. The outer boundary of the hazard zone is 

composed of a series of connected tangents and simple curves that also 

constitute the outer b oundaries of the approach and turning zones.  

All -Terrain Vehicle:    Any  motorized off -highway vehicle which (i) is fifty inches or l ess in width, (ii) has a dry weight 

of nine hundred pounds or less, (iii) travels on three or more low -pressure tires, (iv) is designed for operator use 

only with no passengers or is specifically designed by the original manufacturer for the operator and o ne 

passenger, (v) has a seat or saddle designed to be straddled by the operator, and (vi) has handlebars or any 

other steeri ng assembly for steering control.  

 

Alley : A public or private right -of -way primarily designed to serve as secondary access to the si de or rear of those 

properties whose principal frontage is on some other street.  

 

Alteration : As applied to a building or st ructure, a change or rearrangement in the structural components, or an 

enlargement, whether by extending on a side or by increasing in height, or the moving of one location or position 

to another, shall be considered as an alteration.  

 

Example of Agricultural and Farm Buildings 

and Structures 

Municipal Airport  

An example of Agriculture 
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Common Open Space : An area  of land or water or combinatio n thereof planned for passive or active 

recreational use by more than one homeowner or apartment dweller. Such space shall not include areas utilized 

for streets, parking, loading, alleys or driveways.  

 

Common Sewer System : A sanitary sewage system in publ ic ownership which provides for the collection and 

treatment of domestic effluent in a central sewage treatment plant which meets the minimum requirements of 

the Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality for primary and se condary sewage treatment and wh ich 

does not include individual septic tanks or portable sewage treatment facilities.  

 

Common Water System : A water system which provides for the supply, storage and distribution of potable water 

on an uninterrupted basis and  which is in public ownership.  

 

Community Center : A place, structure, or other facility used for and providing religious, fraternal, social, and/or 

recreational programs generally open to the public and designed to accommodate and serve various segments 

of the community.  

 

Community Sani tary Sewer System:  An approved central sewer collecting system, meeting state and county 

requirements, available to each platted lot and discharging into a treatment facility. This does not include 

individual septic systems.  

 

Community Water Supply System : A public water s upply system which serves at least 15 service connections used 

by year -round  residents or uses, or regularly serves 25 or more year -round residents or uses.  

 

Compatible Uses:  A land use, which is congruous with, tolerant of, and has no a dverse effects on existing 

neighboring uses. Incompatibility may be affected by pedestrian or vehicular traffic generation, volume of goods 

handled and environmental elements such as noise, dust, odor, air pollution, glare, lighting, debris generated, 

and contamination of s urface or groundwater, aesthetics, vibration, electrical interference and radiation.  

 

Compost:  Decomposed organic material resulting from the composting 

process. Used to enrich or improve the consistency of soil.  

 

Composting : Processing  waste in a controlled environment to produce a 

stable product by microbiologically degrading organic matter under  

aerobic conditions.  

 

Comprehensive Development Plan : The Comprehensive Development Plan 

of Washington  County, Nebraska, as adopted by the Co unty Board of 

Supervisors, setting forth policies for the present and foreseeable future 

community welfare as a whole, and meeting the purposes and 

requirements set forth in Chapter 23 of the Revised Statutes of Nebra ska, as 

the same, from time -to -time, ma y be amended.  

 

Conditional Use : A use allowed by the district regulations that would not be 

appropriate generally throughout the entire zoning district without special 

restrictions. However, said use if controlled as to number, size, area, location, 

relati on to the neighborhood or other minimal protective characteristics 

would not be detrimental to the public health, safety, and general welfare.  

 

 

Conditional Use Permit : A permit , that authorizes the recipient to make use of property in accordance with the 

provisions of these regulations and  in accordance with any additional conditions stipulated in the issued permit.  

 

Condominium : As defined in the Nebraska State Statues Section 76 -824 - 76-894, The Condominium Law, wh ereby 

four or more apartments are separ ately offered for sale.  

 

 

 

Example of Composted Manure  

Example of an Outdoor Manure Composting 

Process Manure  


































































































































































































































































































