
January 26, 2010 Minutes 

Washington County Board of Supervisors 

Supervisor’s Room Courthouse 

Blair, Nebraska  68008 

 

The Washington County Board of Supervisors of Washington County, Nebraska, met in regular session at 9:30 

a.m. on Tuesday, January 26, 2010 in the Supervisor’s Meeting Room at the Courthouse in Blair, Nebraska. 

Notice of the meeting was given in advance thereof by publication in the Pilot-Tribune. A copy of the proof of 

publication is on file in the Office of the County Clerk. Notice of the meeting was given to the members and a 

copy of their acknowledgment of the receipt of notice and the agenda are on record at the office of the County 

Clerk. Availability of the agenda was communicated in the advance notice and in the notice to the members. All 

proceedings hereafter shown were taken while the convened meeting was open to the attendance of the public. 

 

Chairman, Duane Wilcox declared the meeting was in session and that the meeting was being recorded.  

Chairman made note that the Open Meetings Law was posted on the door and the north wall. Present: 

Chairman, Duane Wilcox, County Board Members, Linda Thomsen, Kent Clausen, Jeff Quist, Mary Alice 

Johnson and Ernest Abariotes.  Ron Hineline was absent all day.  Also present, County Clerk Merry Truhlsen. 

 

It was moved by Abariotes and seconded by Quist that the rules be suspended and that the minutes of the 

January 12, 2010 meeting be approved but not read at this meeting for the reason that all Board Members were 

furnished a copy of said minutes prior to the meeting. Vote- Aye: Thomsen, Clausen, Quist, Wilcox, Johnson 

and Abariotes.  Nay: None. Motion carried.  

 

The following correspondence had been received: Dept of Rev November lodging tax is $1,229.14, NIRMA 

quarterly loss report and agenda for County Board’s workshop and NIRMA’s workshop.  Motion Quist and 

second by Clausen to receive correspondence and place on file. Vote- Aye: Thomsen, Clausen, Quist, Wilcox, 

Johnson and Abariotes. Nay: None. Motion carried. 

 

Chairman asked to have an emergency item placed on the agenda.  Chairman stated he and Deputy County 

Attorney Talbot had discussed sending a letter to the NRD and as the next NRD meeting is Feb 9, the same day 

as the next County Board meeting, he would like Washington County’s letter presented to them before that date. 

Motion Clausen second Thomsen to add:  “Chairman Wilcox RE:  Deputy County Attorney Talbot drafting a 

letter to the NRD” to the agenda as an emergency item.  Vote- Aye: Thomsen, Clausen, Quist, Wilcox, Johnson 

and Abariotes. Nay: None. Motion carried. 

 

Cheryl Parsons, Road Supt. and Julie Ogden, JEO, spoke about the December 15
th

 meeting on improvements to 

County Road P39 and County Road 39.  Ogden handed out a letter that included a summary of the comments 

received and preliminary costs for each road as it was presented.  Ogden discussed the traffic counts, accidents 

and the intersection of CR39 and CR P32 that most people agreed needed to be improved.  Quist gave Ogden 

another comment he had received.  Clausen stated he didn’t feel the County could commit to anything right 

now, due to the high costs incurred with the winter storms, but maintenance and safety issues for the roads 

would be dealt with.  Public comment was heard by Bill Burdess, Wes Stamp and Robbin Jeffrey.  Motion 

Quist second Clausen to receive the information regarding improvements to CR P39 and CR39 compiled by 

Ogden and place on file.  Vote- Aye: Thomsen, Clausen, Quist, Wilcox, Johnson and Abariotes. Nay: None. 

Motion carried. 

 

Julie Ogden also informed the Board she had the plans and specifications complete for the box culvert 

replacement on CR 31.  This was scheduled to be done in this year’s budget but Parsons had informed Ogden 

there may not be money available to complete this project.  Ogden stated the cost estimate was between $60,000 

and $65,000 and had added an alternate bid item of a rock stilling basin for $15,000.  Motion Thomsen second 

Clausen to table the bid letting on CR31 box culvert.  Vote- Aye: Thomsen, Clausen, Quist, Wilcox, Johnson 

and Abariotes. Nay: None. Motion carried. 



Deputy County Atty Ed Talbot had a juvenile grant fund application for the Chairman to sign.  Talbot discussed 

the juvenile county aid grant project that was set up three years ago.  Funding had been received one year; 

didn’t apply for the grant last year.  Funds from this point forward will be used for a part-time coordinator and if 

grant funds are not available, the part-time position is gone.  The grant money is made available from the Crime 

Commission.  Next year, application will be made for another three year grant.  Every first offender juvenile 

will have the opportunity for diversion, unless it’s some serious crime.  The other thing the Co Atty’s Office 

would like to do is to add a pre-trial diversion program, which the Board has already approved.  Motion by 

Thomsen second Clausen to authorize the Chairman to sign the juvenile grant application.  Vote- Aye: 

Thomsen, Clausen, Quist, Wilcox, Johnson and Abariotes. Nay: None. Motion carried. 

 

Talbot had drawn up a Road Deviations Notice to be filed in Register of Deeds Office as per the November 10
th

 

Board meeting on Glen Oaks Subdivision.  Clerk read the Notice.  Board discussed the Notice.  Motion Clausen 

second Thomsen to authorize Chairman to sign Notice and file with Register of Deeds Office.  Vote- Aye: 

Thomsen, Clausen, Quist, Wilcox, Johnson and Abariotes. Nay: None. Motion carried. 

 

Parsons handed out changes made at the Road Committee meeting to the One & Six Year Plan and asked when 

the public hearing should be.  Board discussed dates in February and determined the One & Six Year Plan 

public hearing will be Thursday, February 18
th

, at 7:00 P.M. in the multi-purpose room at the Courthouse.       

 

Kathy Rhea, Loess Hills Resource Conservation & Development Council, gave a brief summary of services 

provided by the council.  Motion Thomsen second Clausen to approve payment to Loess Hills RC&D in the 

amount of $1,200.00.  Vote- Aye: Thomsen, Clausen, Quist, Wilcox, Johnson and Abariotes. Nay: None. 

Motion carried. 

 

Doug Wolfe, with OPPD, said around Christmas there were crews called out to restore power that got stuck on 

the impassable roads.  Wolfe talked to Parsons and she had contractors open the roads and get the crews going.   

Wolfe wanted to say thank you and let Parsons, the Road Dept employees and the Board know how much he 

appreciated their assistance in getting power restored. 

 

At 10:45 Board discussed the emergency item that was added to the agenda.  Chairman said he would like  

Talbot to prepare a letter to the NRD Finance and Legal Committee, which meets Feb 9.  This letter would be in 

regard to LB160, passed last year in the legislature.  LB160 gives the NRD bonding authority and also states, in 

certain instances, that this is subject to the County Board’s approval.  Wilcox stated at their last meeting, the 

NRD was requesting $13.3 million, but didn’t specify what projects the money would be used for.  Motion by 

Clausen second Thomsen to authorize Talbot to prepare a letter to NRD expressing the Board’s concern with 

their using bonding authority without specifying what projects the money is to be used for.  Vote- Aye: 

Thomsen, Clausen, Quist, Wilcox, Johnson and Abariotes. Nay: None. Motion carried. 

 

In accordance with Statute 23-1608, the County Board hired the CPA firm of Goracke, Ritterbush & Piotrowski 

to perform a complete and comprehensive annual audit of the books, accounts and records of all County 

Officers.  An original copy of the audit report through June 30, 2009 is on file with the Washington County 

Clerk.  Motion by Thomsen second by Quist to receive and place on file the Washington County audit from 

Goracke, Ritterbusch & Piotrowski through June 30, 2009.  Vote- Aye: Thomsen, Clausen, Quist, Wilcox, 

Johnson and Abariotes. Nay: None. Motion carried. 

 

At 11:05 the Board entered into a closed session regarding collective bargaining issues with the Sheriff’s Union. 

Sheriff Mike Robinson was in attendance.  Motion Clausen second Thomsen to go into closed session at 11:05 

A.M.  The reason for the closed session was to discuss collective bargaining issues.  Vote- Aye: Thomsen, 

Clausen, Quist, Wilcox, Johnson and Abariotes. Nay: None. Motion carried.  Motion Abariotes second Quist to 

end closed session at 11:15 A.M.  The reason for the closed session was to discuss collective bargaining issues.  

Vote- Aye: Thomsen, Clausen, Quist, Wilcox, Johnson and Abariotes. Nay: None. Motion carried.  No action 

was taken.  



 

Don Dittman, Control Services Inc had been asked to evaluate some problems the Law Enforcement Building 

had been experiencing with the heating and cooling system.  Dittman initially was asked to do a proposal for the 

main office area and handed that out, but the Board requested he address the whole building.  Board discussed 

some recent problems and Dittman cited changes to be made, making it compatible to the system in the rest of 

the Courthouse.  Motion Clausen second Quist to table upgrading the HVAC system in Law Enforcement 

Building.  Vote- Aye: Thomsen, Clausen, Quist, Wilcox, Johnson and Abariotes. Nay: None. Motion carried. 

  

At 11:43 A.M. the Board convened as Board of Equalization, see separate minutes.  Board adjourned from BOE 

at 12:03 A.M. and reconvened in regular session. 

  

Motion by Clausen second by Thomsen to table the agenda items Ron Hineline had requested discussion on as 

Hineline was absent due to a family emergency.  Vote- Aye: Thomsen, Clausen, Quist, Wilcox, Johnson and 

Abariotes. Nay: None. Motion carried. 

    

Comments from Public:  Dennis McCormick had a hand out on funeral expenses.  Chairman asked Johnson to 

look into County burial expenses.  William Burdess spoke of the cost of law enforcement. 

  

Claims were received and reviewed, after which it was moved by Quist and seconded by Clausen that the 

following claims be allowed and Clerk ordered to issue warrants on the various funds for the same.  Vote- Aye: 

Thomsen, Clausen, Quist, Wilcox, Johnson and Abariotes. Nay: None. Motion carried. 

 
GENERAL FUND   

EMPLOYEES Payroll  138,963.32  

AMERITAS LIFE INS CORP Retirement      9,616.56  

UNITED HEALTHCARE INS CO Ins    39,246.11  

WASHINGTON COUNTY BANK FICA      9,842.10  

WASHINGTON COUNTY BANK Ins      7,698.30  

ADVANCETEC INDUSTRIES INC           Parts        224.00  

AED PROFESSIONALS                   AED      1,346.00  

ALLTEL                              Serv        154.50  

PATRICK G BAXTER                    Crt Appt Atty        258.00  

BLACK HILLS ENERGY                  Serv      1,012.48  

BLAIR BOOK & SUPPLY CO              Supplies          93.80  

BLOOMFIELD PRINTING                 Supplies        225.00  

LORI A. BLUME                       Crt Reporter        180.00  

BOMGAARS                            Supplies          29.99  

BURT COUNTY COURT                   Fees          21.50  

CARQUEST AUTO PARTS  MO             Parts          31.98  

CITY OF BLAIR                       Serv        485.53  

CLERK OF DISTRICT COURT Filing Fees        264.00  

CONSTELLATION ENERGY                Serv      4,626.26  

CONTROL SERVICES INC                Serv        844.66  

COUNTRY ESTATES TRAILER COURT       Franchise Fees      1,284.98  

DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHICLES        Serv            3.00  

DOUGLAS COUNTY COURT                Fees            8.25  

DOUGLAS COUNTY SHERIFF              Fees          20.00  

DUGAN BUSINESS FORMS                Supplies        877.34  

E T TOWING                          Serv          70.00  

EMBASSY SUITES LINCOLN              Conv Exp        262.00  

EMERGENCY RESPONDERS MARKET         Equip      3,887.58  

ENTERPRISE PUBLISHING CO INC        Publishing        138.00  

FAIRWAY OIL COMPANY                 Gasoline        193.55  

FASTENAL COMPANY                    Parts            1.61  



GALLS, AN ARAMARK COMPANY           Equip        309.97  

GORACKE RITTERBUSH & PIOTROWSKI LLP Audit Fin Stmt    13,900.00  

HALL LAW OFFICES, PC LLO            Crt Appt Atty      1,422.00  

HEALTH MART PHARMACY                Rx        485.09  

IDEAL PURE WATER                    Serv          41.63  

STEPHEN J KRAVIEC PC LLO            CS Enf      2,769.22  

KUENY & BEGLEY                      Crt Appt Atty        162.00  

LAKE ARROWHEAD INC                  Franchise Fees      1,780.18  

LEMLEY TRAILER COURT                Franchise Fees        154.96  

MATTHEW BENDER & CO INC             Supplies        159.18  

STEVEN MENCKE                       Reimb Mileage        216.34  

MULTI-COUNTY INFORMATION           Programs        114.00  

N.A.D.A. APPRAISAL GUIDES           Supplies        154.00  

NACO                                Bd Workshop        160.00  

NE HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES          Serv          93.00  

NEBRASKA DEPT HEALTH & HUMAN SERV   Serv          95.00  

NEBRASKA PUBLIC HEALTH ENVIRO LAB   Serv          84.00  

NEFSMA                              Dues          35.00  

NEXTEL                              Serv        710.71  

NO FRILLS SUPERMARKET INC           Supplies      2,581.86  

NORTHEAST NEBR JUVENILE SERV INC    Yr Assessment    28,341.17  

OFFICE NET                          Supplies        172.70  

OFFICE WAREHOUSE                    Supplies        180.74  

OMAHA PUBLIC POWER DISTRICT         Serv        495.03  

PERSONALIZED COMPUTER SERVICES      Serv          94.95  

PHILLIPS 66 - CONOCO - 76           Fuel        796.82  

PITNEY BOWES                        Postage Machine        978.00  

POSTMASTER                          Co Crt          88.00  

POSTMASTER                          Treas DMV        392.74  

POSTMASTER                          Co Attny        288.00  

REPCO MARKETING INC                 Supplies          35.25  

KRIS ROBINSON                       Reimb Supplies          28.51  

PATRICK R RUNGE                     Crt Appt Atty        432.00  

SARPY COUNTY COURT                  Fees            3.50  

SARPY COUNTY SHERIFF                Serv          28.62  

SECRETARY OF STATE, JOHN A GALE     Fees          20.00  

SHIPLEY CEMETERY HISTORICAL ASSN    Maintenance        500.00  

STATE OF NEBR,  AS CENTRAL FINANCE  Programs          98.25  

SUDS PREMIER CAR WASH               Serv          33.60  

TELRITE CORPORATION                 Serv        566.92  

THE CLEANER CO                      Supplies        298.27  

LINDA THOMSEN                       Reimb Mileage          97.35  

TOWN & COUNTRY PEST CONTROL INC     Serv          76.00  

ULTRA CAR WASH                      Serv        200.00  

JIM VAN CLEAVE                      Reimb Mileage        169.00  

VERIZON WIRELESS                    Serv        130.14  

WASHINGTON COUNTY COURT             Fees            2.25  

WASHINGTON COUNTY SHERIFF           Serv        150.40  

WATCH GUARD DIGITAL IN CAR VIDEO    Equip        353.00  

DUANE WILCOX                        Reimb Mileage          37.40  

ROAD FUND   

EMPLOYEES Payroll    54,896.98  

AMERITAS LIFE INS CORP Retirement      3,705.54  

UNITED HEALTHCARE INS CO Ins      6,951.68  

WASHINGTON COUNTY BANK FICA      4,098.57  

WASHINGTON COUNTY BANK Ins      1,703.50  



ALAN ARP                            Equip Rental      2,000.00  

BOMGAARS                            Parts        795.99  

CALHOUN OIL COMPANY                 Fuel      6,411.65  

CAMDEN EXCAVATING                   Equip Rental    42,700.00  

CARQUEST AUTO PARTS  MO             Shop Supplies          37.56  

JEFFREY CHRISTENSEN                 Reimb Electricity        150.00  

L TOM DEIN                          Reimb Electricity        150.00  

FASTENAL COMPANY                    Parts        198.56  

JC EXCAVATION UNLIMITED INC         Equip Rental    27,362.50  

JEO CONSULTING GROUP, INC           Engineering      7,950.00  

JUREK GRADING                       Equip Rental        800.00  

KELLY RYAN EQUIPMENT COMPANY INC    Parts        448.89  

KNUDSEN OIL & FEED                  Fuel      9,607.47  

RICHARD C KRUSE                     Reimb Electricity        150.00  

RICHARD MADSEN                      Reimb Electricity        150.00  

MEMORIAL COMMUNITY HOSPITAL &       Testing        166.40  

MENARDS - FREMONT                   Bldg Repairs          50.74  

TROY MENCKE                         Reimb Electricity        150.00  

MIDWEST SERVICE & SALES CO          Equip      1,827.50  

DOUGLAS M MUHSMAN                   Reimb Electricity        150.00  

NEBR ASSOC OF COUNTY ENGINEERS      Dues          25.00  

NEBRASKA IOWA SUPPLY COMPANY        Fuel      6,560.39  

NEBRASKA SALT & GRAIN COMPANY       Ice Control      4,458.19  

NMC EXCHANGE LLC                    Parts      9,141.00  

ORTMEIER'S TV & APPLIANCE INC       Equip          44.94  

GALE D PETERSON                     Reimb Electricity        150.00  

LANE ROGERS                         Equip Rental      8,302.50  

SAPP BROS PETROLEUM, INC            Fuel      4,478.60  

SCHEMMER & ASSOC                    Engineering      2,798.07  

SHEPARD EXCAVATING INC              Equip Rental      9,855.00  

STEVE SORENSEN                      Reimb Electricity        150.00  

TAYLOR EXCAVATING OF NEBRASKA INC   Equip Rental      3,437.50  

THE CURE, INC                       Supplies          59.97  

UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE        Meter        500.00  

WEED FUND   

NEXTEL                              Serv          39.28  

NORTH AMERICAN WEED MANAGEMNT ASSOC Dues          65.00  

E 911 FUND   

GREAT PLAINS COMMUNICATIONS INC     Serv        113.37  

MOTOROLA                            Serv      4,236.09  

 

There being no further business to come before the Board at this time, it was moved by Quist and seconded by 

Clausen that the meeting be adjourned until the next regular Board meeting date, Tuesday, February 9, 2010. 

All members present voted aye, Chairman declared meeting adjourned. 

 

Attest:     

Merry M Truhlsen      Duane Wilcox, Chairman 

Washington County Clerk     Washington County Board of Supervisors 

 

I, Merry M. Truhlsen, County Clerk, in and for Washington County, Blair, Nebraska, do hereby certify that the 

foregoing proceedings took place during the Jan 26 meeting of the Washington County Board of Supervisors. 

 

Merry M. Truhlsen 

Washington County Clerk 

          


